
Activated on New Years Day 1941, flying the P-26, P-36 and the P-40 out of Albrook
Field, the 53rd were tasked with the defence of the Panama Canal Zone.

In May 1943, the 53rd re-deployed to the United States to train in the P-47 Thunderbolt
prior to deploying to Kingsnorth , England on 4 April 1944 as part of the 9th Air Force.
Within a month, the Tigers were involved in the air offensive in support of D-Day
operations. After the liberation of France, the Tigers deployed to seven bases in France
to support General Patton's 3rd Army. Tiger pilots distinguished themselves by earning
two Presidential Unit Citations and the Belgian Fourrage.

In May 1945, the 53rd deployed to Germany. In February, 1946, the squadron was
deactivated. It was reactivated in October 1946 in the Canal Zone, flying the P-47 and
the P-80 . In July 1948 they became the first jet fighter unit assigned to Europe, at
Furstenfeldbruck, Germany as part of the 36th Fighter Bomber Wing.

They then transitioned to the F-84. During August 1952, they moved to Bitburg Air Base
and transitioned to the F-86, which they flew until 195, when they transitioned to the F-
100 Super Sabre.

After a temporary move to Landstuhl Air Base in 1956 the 53rd returned to Bitburg in
1961. Since then, they distinguished themselves as the first unit in Europe to receive such
jets as the F-105 Thunderchief, F-4 Phantom II and the F-15 Eagle. During this period
the 53rd transformed from a fighter bomber squadron to a real fighter squadron.

During the Iraq / Kuwait crises the squadron distinguished itself during Operation
Desert Shield / Desert Storm. Deployed from December 1990 to July 1991, the Tigers
operated out of a bare base in Saudi Arabia and successfully controlled the skies over
Iraq. The squadron accumulated more hours of combat time than any other fighter unit
in Desert Storm and was credited with eleven confirmed kills while sustaining no losses.

The Tigers proudly fly the latest F-15C equipped with advanced avionics and weaponry.
In 1994, as part of the downsizing of USAFE and the deactivation of the 36th Tactical
Fighter Wing, the squadron left Bitburg and transferred to the nearby base of
Spangdahlem and the 52 Fighter Wing.



One of the latest operations of the squadron is flying missions for Deny Flight over
Bosnia from Aviano Air Base.

The unit was disbanded in March 1999, and aircraft where transferred to several units
in the UK and the USA
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