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During the spring of 1946, Mr. Wendell Eadlock of Ellsworth,
Wainejinforaed me that he knew a4 number of ballad singers and

suggested that they be recorded, because there had never beun a
completely comprehensive study made of Maine rolk songs.
I, therefore, decided to attempt & short, intensive study of

the region, both on the seacoast and inlanc, to txy to r'ind ut

four things: the status of folk song in colonial times, the |

status of folk 50ng now as compaivy to twenty-five yeais a0
«when nost of the coliections of kaine foln sonp: were Heue, tne
full extent of fglk singing regfr&xng the topics u:eg in folk songs
of Maine, and 1ina¢ly, the histuricnl value of thece SCagpSe
In 1J48, with ¥r. Hadlock opening the way to wy irst indorm:.nt
and supplying me with some sungl from him, I visitea Ll'e Lalic
Potter of Kingman, Maine, WO twneu cut tu be & ;ahnir;Ccnt
;

ballai -ihger and of incst#mablc help in the prepeiction of- tats
thesis, From thnis b‘ginninb, Lt S0l s swelieu Lo one Lunuleo

and twenty, from Seévenicen linfurments locatea in vaiicus ;lcg;s
throurhout the state. ‘ » i

The songs collectei hdre ace by no means wll vhe éou&b i%

)

¥aine, nor are tne seventedu inforianlis o1l the beupac  1el'y vio

i . , . . )

can s5till sing Songose. (In mll PrOwabilily tiere wie no wOl'e Dale

Potters, ror ne is o singer! that answers tae culicciort, QJUML.)
: i : :
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BAVDY S0ONGS
TN ke 3 s § =
For some ason folklorists are somewhst ro luctunt to
print sither bs awdy songs or stories, Wnatever the resson for
inting them; it can hardly
collected such material, Of course, a féw songs escapnu this

Zeneral statement.,

and THE FOCCY FPOCGGY DIvws but; by and large, these

“re excepiions to the rule. The Prepondersnce of folk song

zaterial in print is anytindng but bawdy.

This Is not to be construed as & plea 1o priat porno-
graphic matoerials. Howev T, it does not appear entirely
proper o print but one side of & culture patlern. 7o vro-

",

0oy songs and ssilor songs that are only of one

B

duce shanty
shade, and use these songs as representative of the singing

- - i

custure of these grou ups, 48 not cxaetly fair., Levuelly, there

4o, % v oy g N A S 8 e o Sov oo T =
ere probebly as meny baway as HOLLTE BOngy Luwiny oy thcse

grouns Had the writer Srinted &1l nhe bewvwy waterial he vwes
. Lo Y o PN e e I - I N S b »' »w e b
cxposed to, this phase of the collce on wWould &lnost equal

o o, 5 & Gou ¥, s - -
) L R T F I, o o
CLEDBEACE LLoTe Sueunn Lo

R s -~ P L O P e - oy T T B - T e TG oy ¥ o~ - §T
Se e ﬁenﬁwncy, “novag sighter HOmenivs, Vo tell cun "oll colop

u & - £y R IS v e s, . e, T oy P Ye R S TR
SUCTY O sing & ricald so 1e  Vaether or nol tais is [P VY
o B o - Y -~ o e mem 5 B VS S | Lo S T R . G B g e Tiimen B &
Gloacy péO?.&.GS & Wi Rportant 1in this LASCUSSL0N VA G L8 0%

- - e e ; s e g A . R -, v T P e e oY
intecrest is exactly waat sort of S0NES &T¢ sun. Lnlortunctely,

There nas been little work done on these lines, ana the
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DAVDY SONGS cont'd.

“

following facts must, therefore, rest on their own merits, The
following group of ribald songs have been sclected as represeri-
tative of a much la rger collection, and a perusal of then will
reveal a Tfew facts of interest.

In the first place, the size of the collection and the

coumpleteness of the individuel texts indicate that t

1 ;

- ; . ' de e LN Yoy e 0 mry o
are still popular, widely Lneovn, and often sung. furtacr, from

wiiat swmall evidence we have to go on, they are
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$ aeny of the other songs collected. Finally, they give indi-

W

cations of being of as great anticuily as wany of the better
Xnown: ballads.
A close study of this meterial indiecates that these songs,

IR . - - . s BT e o1 S PR B
in a large measure €, &IC parcdles on Lnown, Tesnectable folk

Yepyny o i o o ] PR T SN e T g e T )
aymn.. The tunes appear to be Copled, and the sonzs themselves

have the Trappings, lixe relrailns, come-all-ve bc;;aq_;33,~

of composition beyond o cleverness of par ay.
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aaen we compare these sons
caliber sung by tae more
We are av once conseious
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ticated song tends to Le

much more suggescive in coutent d tends o sreat decl more
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Indilens. One would assume, therefore, that there vould be =
free passage of ideas, numor included, between them. Although

wadoubtedly true among-ethe white groups renresentedy, ther

Seems Lo have Decn no interchange of this Dawdy humer Letween
the Indian and the white. Those things that the Indisn found
&nusing never oppear in these songs, and the Indian never uses
this type of humor either among his own Kind or when deal Ling

1
with whitess

le Tor a study
WIKDIAN HULG:
Hos. B=L, Pp. 5461,
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